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PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT (PAS)
PAS 101:  PA Pathways Seminar I    (1 credits)  
PAS 101 is the first in a four-course series to prepare pre-physician
assistant students for the training and professional aspects of becoming
a Physician Assistant. Introductory topics will include the history of the
profession, healthcare team, introduction to public health and virtual
professional shadowing.

PAS 201:  PA Pathways Seminar II    (1 credits)  
PAS 201 is the second in a four-course introductory series to prepare pre-
physician assistant students for the training and professional aspect of
becoming a Physician Assistant. Initial work will include professional
behavior, personal insight and reflection, an overview of healthcare
systems, and the basics of patient behaviors.

PAS 301:  PA Pathways Seminar III    (1 credits)  
PAS 301 is the third in a four-course introductory series to prepare pre-
physician assistant students for the training and professional aspect
of becoming a Physician Assistant. Topics include an introduction to
wellness, burnout, and self-care habits, CPR training, and introduction to
global health.

PAS 401:  PA Pathways Seminar IV    (1 credits)  
PAS 401 is the fourth and final course in a four-course introductory
series to prepare pre-physician assistant students for the training and
professional aspect of becoming a Physician Assistant. Topics include
medical terminology, wellness integration, discovery of learning styles,
and skills to thrive as a physician assistant student.

PAS 501:  Introduction to Pharmacology and Ba sic Infectious Disease
Therapeutics    (1 credits)  
NULL

PAS 503:  Professional and Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care I    (2
credits)  
This course focuses on foundational aspects of the PA profession
including the history of the Physician Assistant profession from its
inception to present day status including the PA education process,
professional responsibilities and organizations (PA/MD relationship,
professional organizations), bias, ethics, cultural humility, and an
introduction to the healthcare system. This course also introduces a year-
long discussion of professionalism, self-care and policies of interest that
affect the practicing PA are introduced. Introduction to and exercises in
HIPAA and OSHA will also be completed.

PAS 505:  Public Health I    (2 credits)  
Public Health Seminar I is the first in a series of five Public Health
courses. The goal of this session is to introduce students to the
fundamentals of public health, the essential services of public health,
why public health is controversial, biostatistics and epidemiology,
prevention, and emergency preparedness. The ARC PA standards that are
addressed in this curriculum B1.01 and B1.02, B1.03, B2.15

PAS 506:  Dermatology    (3 credits)  
The dermatology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the dermatologic system. Material for
this course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem based
learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving a dermatologic condition.

PAS 507:  Ophthalmology & Otolaryngology    (3 credits)  
The eye, ear, nose, throat course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions of these organ systems. This course will also
cover allergies & immunology. Material for this course will be delivered
through traditional lectures, problem based learning, small group cases,
hands on application and other group exercises. This course will educate
the student to critically think through a case involving eye, ear, nose and
throat conditions.

PAS 508:  Endocrinology    (3 credits)  
The endocrinology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions of the endocrine system. Material for this
course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem based
learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving endocrine conditions.

PAS 513:  Professional and Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care II    (2
credits)  
This course will provide foundation knowledge in primary care,
community health, introduction to opioid misuse, mental health, social
determinants of health and special patient populations. The course also
introduces evidence based medicine which covers the interpretation and
application of various types of clinical articles used to answer a clinical
question.

PAS 515:  Public Health II    (2 credits)  
Public Health Seminar II is the second in a series of five Public Health
courses. The goal of this session is to work with learners so that they
can appreciate the history of Springfield Massachusetts, the public
health challenges it has faced and the public health interventions it has
introduced, the infectious disease biomedical model, environmental
health , emergency preparedness and lastly the impact of the prison
industrial system on minority populations and the health care in general.
The ARC PA standards that are addressed in this curriculum are B1.01
and B1.02, B1.03, B2.15

PAS 516:  Hematology & Oncology    (3 credits)  
The hematology & oncology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions. Material for this course will be delivered
through traditional lectures, problem based learning, small group cases,
hands on application and other group exercises. This course will educate
the student to critically think through a case involving a hematologic or
oncologic condition.

PAS 517:  Psychiatry    (3 credits)  
The psychiatry course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the behavioral health/psychiatry system.
Material for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures,
problem based learning, small group cases, hands on application and
other group exercises. This course will educate the student to critically
think through a case involving a behavioral health condition.
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PAS 518:  Gastroenterology    (4 credits)  
The gastroenterology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the gastroenterology system. Material
for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem
based learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving a gastrointestinal condition.

PAS 523:  Professional and Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care III    (2
credits)  
This course will provide foundation knowledge in the legal aspects
of medicine and how to protect yourself professionally and learning
patient’s reaction to stress. Student will also be introduced to health
policy, health belief model global health and preventative medicine.
Evidence based medicine will also continue into this course for analysis
of the literature.

PAS 525:  Public Health III    (2 credits)  
Public Health Seminar III is the third in a series of five Public Health
courses. The goal of this session is to work with learners so that they
can appreciate how race impacts health care in the United States and
understand the social determinants of health. This course will also help
students understand how discrimination, racism, and the challenges
and discrimination vulnerable populations face, and will help learners
become better, more socially conscious, and aware providers. The ARC PA
standards that are addressed in this curriculum are B standard equivalent
B1.01 and B1.02, B1.03, B2.15

PAS 527:  Cardiology    (4 credits)  
The cardiology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the cardiology system. Material for this
course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem based
learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving a cardiac condition.

PAS 529:  Pulmonology    (4 credits)  
The pulmonology course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the pulmonary system. Material for this
course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem based
learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving a pulmonary condition.

PAS 533:  Professional and Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care IV    (2
credits)  
This course will provide foundation knowledge in preparing for a career
as a physician assistant including employment onboarding. The course
will also review the financing of healthcare and provide the continuation
of evidence-based medicine.

PAS 535:  Public Health IV    (2 credits)  
Public Health Seminar IV is the fourth in a series of five Public Health
Seminar courses. In this section we will learn about disabilities and
how disabled populations are disenfranchised and the challenges they
face in the health care system. Students will learn about the US health
care system, how it operates and learn about other types of health care
delivery systems. students will also learn about technology and how
it impacts evidence based medicine. The ARC PA standards that are
addressed in this curriculum are B standard equivalent-B1.01 and B1.02,
B1.03, B2.15

PAS 536:  Orthopedics & Rheumatology    (3 credits)  
The orthopedics & rheumatology course will include the anatomy,
physiology, pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and
patient assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the orthopedic and rheumatology system.
Material for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures,
problem based learning, small group cases, hands on application and
other group exercises. This course will educate the student to critically
think through a case involving an orthopedic or rheumatology condition.

PAS 537:  Neurology & Geriatrics    (3 credits)  
The neurology & geriatrics course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the neurologic & geriatric systems. Material
for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem
based learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving an neurologic or geriatric condition.

PAS 538:  Genitourinary Part I    (4 credits)  
This course will include the anatomy, physiology, pathophysiology, the
clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient assessments techniques,
appropriate diagnostic studies and therapeutics interventions for the
women’s health system. Material for this course will be delivered through
traditional lectures, problem based learning, small group cases, hands
on application and other group exercises. This course will educate the
student to critically think through a case involving a women’s health
condition.

PAS 543:  Professional and Psychosocial Aspects of Health Care V    (2
credits)  
This course will emphasize professionalism, introduce the leadership
structure in medicine, provide resources of lifelong learning. The course
will also introduce telemedicine and risk management. The course will
also conclude the evidence-based medicine curriculum.

PAS 545:  Public Health V    (2 credits)  
Public Health Seminar V is the fifth in a series of five Public Health
Seminar courses. In this section the student will learn about behavioral
health and how this impacts public health policy, how diet, tobacco, injury
all are major concepts impacting public health policy. Students will learn
about population health, patient advocacy, and the childhood adversity
scale and how it can be used in health care and public health. The ARC
PA standards that are addressed in this curriculum are B standard
equivalent-B1.01 and B1.02, B1.03, B2.15
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PAS 546:  Renal & Genitourinary Part II    (3 credits)  
The renal and genitourinary course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the renal and genitourinary systems.
Material for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures,
problem based learning, small group cases, hands on application and
other group exercises. This course will educate the student to critically
think through a case involving a renal and genitourinary condition.

PAS 547:  Emergency Medicine, Surgery, and Critical Care    (3 credits)  
The emergency medicine, surgery, critical care course will include the
anatomy, physiology, pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history
taking and patient assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic
studies and therapeutics interventions for emergency medicine, surgery
and critical care diagnosis. Material for this course will be delivered
through traditional lectures, problem based learning, small group cases,
hands on application and other group exercises. This course will educate
the student to critically think through a case involving a emergency
medicine, surgery or critical care topic.

PAS 548:  Pediatrics    (4 credits)  
The pediatrics course will include the anatomy, physiology,
pathophysiology, the clinical diagnoses, history taking and patient
assessments techniques, appropriate diagnostic studies and
therapeutics interventions for the pediatric patient population. Material
for this course will be delivered through traditional lectures, problem
based learning, small group cases, hands on application and other group
exercises. This course will educate the student to critically think through
a case involving pediatric topics.

PAS 610:  Psychiatry    (4 credits)  
This clerkship is designed to facilitate the student’s ability to participate
in the psychiatric care of patients. Students will evaluate patients,
identify behavioral health problems, and use critical thinking to create a
therapeutic plan, under the supervision of licensed healthcare providers.

PAS 625:  Ambulatory Care Clerkship I    (4 credits)  
This clerkship is designed to facilitate the student’s ability to evaluate
health-related problems encountered in a community-based primary care
practice setting. Students will interview and examine patients, synthesize
information to identify problems, and formulate and implement a
therapeutic plan, under the supervision of licensed healthcare providers.

PAS 630:  Emergency Medicine Clerkship    (4 credits)  
This clerkship is designed to provide the physician assistant student
with exposure to common illnesses and injuries that necessitate
emergency care of adults and children. This clerkship emphasizes
the development of the following skills: patient interview, physical
examination, formulation of a differential diagnosis, ordering and
interpreting of diagnostic studies, diagnosis and management of
emergency illness and injury, and performance of related procedures.

PAS 645:  Surgery Clerkship I    (4 credits)  
This clerkship is designed to facilitate the student’s ability to participate
in the care of the surgical patient in pre-operative, intra-operative,
and post-operative settings. Students will use rapid and methodical
assessment of patients, identify problems, and use critical thinking to
create a therapeutic plan, under the supervision of licensed healthcare
providers.

PAS 655:  Inpatient Medicine Clerkship I    (4 credits)  
This clerkship is designed to facilitate the student’s ability to participate
in the care of patients in the inpatient setting. Students will evaluate
patients, identify problems, and use critical thinking to create a
therapeutic plan, under the supervision of licensed healthcare providers

PAS 670:  Pediatric Clerkship    (4 credits)  
This clerkship provides an exposure to care of the child from birth
through adolescence. The focus of the learning experience is on the
assessment of normal growth and development and on the recognition
and management of common childhood illnesses. Emphasis is on
counseling of parents regarding immunizations, anticipatory guidance,
well child checkups, nutrition, and common medical and psychosocial
problems.

PAS 680:  Womens Health Clerkship    (4 credits)  
This clerkship provides an exposure to the spectrum of problems and
issues affecting a woman’s health. The learning experience emphasizes
routine well-woman screening and examinations, family planning and
birth control, recognition and treatment of sexually transmitted disease,
the evaluation of common gynecologic problems, cancer detection, and
prenatal care. Exposure and participation in the surgical management of
gynecological and obstetrical problems may also be provided.

PAS 681:  Elective Clerkship I    (4 credits)  
This rotation will provide clinical experience in a specialty of medicine
determined by the student. The purpose of this rotation is to allow
students to explore more completely an area of interest in clinical
medicine or surgery. Students will engage in all aspects of patient care
from history and physical exam to development and implementation of
treatment plans and patient follow-up.

PAS 682:  Elective Clerkship II    (4 credits)  
This rotation will provide clinical experience in a specialty of medicine
determined by the student. The purpose of this rotation is to allow
students to explore more completely an area of interest in clinical
medicine or surgery. Students will engage in all aspects of patient care
from history and physical exam to development and implementation of
treatment plans and patient follow-up.

PAS 683:  Elective Clerkship III    (4 credits)  
This rotation will provide clinical experience in a specialty of medicine
determined by the student. The purpose of this rotation is to allow
students to explore more completely an area of interest in clinical
medicine or surgery. Students will engage in all aspects of patient care
from history and physical exam to development and implementation of
treatment plans and patient follow-up.

PAS 684:  Specialty Clerkship    (4 credits)  
The 4-credit specialty rotation is designed to provide students a hands-
on specialty skill to augment traditional medical training, improve
marketability and answer the call from stakeholders. This rotation may
include career-related or community engagement for 4-weeks duration.
The student should be able to relate the knowledge gained through
classroom instruction to the area of specialty.

PAS 691:  Seminar I    (1 credits)  
This seminar course will focus on the students interview skills and their
ability to integrate an actual medical case into an oral presentation.
Students will perform formal Grand Rounds presentations and discuss
issues of importance to the profession and health care in general. The
students will also initiate a research project on a topic related to the
Physician Assistant profession.

PAS 692:  Seminar II    (1 credits)  
This seminar course will focus on the students interview skills and their
ability to integrate an actual medical case into an oral presentation.
Students will perform formal Grand Rounds presentations and discuss
issues of importance to the profession and health care in general. The
students will also initiate a research project on a topic related to the
Physician Assistant profession.
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PAS 693:  Seminar III    (1 credits)  
This seminar course will focus on the students interview skills and their
ability to integrate an actual medical case into an oral presentation.
Students will perform formal Grand Rounds presentations and discuss
issues of importance to the profession and health care in general. The
students will also initiate a research project on a topic related to the
Physician Assistant profession.

PAS 698:  Capstone    (1 credits)  
Students synthesize knowledge and skills obtained during the program
through successful completion of a research project and board
preparation exercises. By displaying competency in both analyzing
literature and integrating the most recent and best practices students
demonstrate skills necessary for competent PA practice. Evidence of
this competence will be displayed in the form of “publication ready” case
based article and poster submission. Students also develop individual
portfolios
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